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1
ANTENNA ASSEMBLY FOR LONG-RANGE
HIGH-SPEED WIRELESS
COMMUNICATIONS

RELATED APPLICATIONS

This application claims the benefit of U.S. Provisional
Application No. 61/621,396, entitled “Dish Antenna Assem-
bly,” filed 6 Apr. 2012; and U.S. Provisional Application No.
61/621,401, entitled “Grid Antenna Assembly,” filed 6 Apr.
2012; each of which is incorporated by reference in its
entirely for all purposes.

BACKGROUND

1. Field

This disclosure is generally related to a wireless commu-
nication system. More specifically, this disclosure is related
to an antenna assembly for high-speed, long-range wireless
communication.

2. Related Art

The rapid development of optical fibers, which permit
transmission over longer distances and at higher bandwidths,
has revolutionized the telecommunications industry and has
played a major role in the advent of the information age.
However, there are limitations to the application of optical
fibers. Because laying optical fibers in the field can require a
large initial investment, it is not cost effective to extend the
reach of optical fibers to sparsely populated areas, such as
rural regions or other remote, hard-to-reach areas. Moreover,
in many scenarios where a business may want to establish
point-to-point links among multiple locations, it may not be
economically feasible to lay new fibers. In addition, there is
also a need for robust designs that can simplify installation
process and provide enhanced mechanical reliability.

On the other hand, wireless radio communication devices
and systems provide high-speed data transmission over an air
interface, making it an attractive technology for providing
network connections to areas that are not yet reached by fibers
or cables. However, currently available wireless technologies
for long-range, point-to-point connections encounter many
problems, such as limited range and poor signal quality.

SUMMARY

One embodiment of the present invention provides an
antenna assembly. The antenna assembly includes a reflector
comprising a center opening, a feed-antenna subassembly
situated in front of the reflector, a rear housing situated behind
the reflector, and a pole-mounting bracket comprising a base
plate situated between the reflector and the rear housing. The
feed-antenna subassembly comprises a feed tube that houses
at least one of: a transmitter circuit and a receiver circuit. The
rear housing is coupled to a front side of the reflector via the
center opening. The rear housing comprises a center cavity,
and a back end of the feed tube is inserted in and coupled to
the center cavity. The base plate of the pole-mounting bracket
is coupled to the reflector and the rear housing in such a way
that decoupling between the base plate and the reflector
requires a prior decoupling between the feed-antenna subas-
sembly and the rear housing and a prior decoupling between
the rear housing and the reflector.

In a variation on this embodiment, the feed-antenna sub-
assembly further comprises a sub-reflector coupled to at least
one of: the transmitter circuit and the receiver circuit.

In a variation on this embodiment, the at least one of the
transmitter circuit and the receiver circuit is located on a
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printed circuit board (PCB). The PCB further comprises a
data port that is physically accessible via a window on the
feed tube and a corresponding window on the rear housing.

In a further variation, the data port is an Ethernet port, and
the Ethernet port enables power over Ethernet.

In a variation on this embodiment, the feed tube is coupled
to the center cavity of the rear housing via a push latch.

In a variation on this embodiment, the base plate of the
pole-mounting bracket is coupled to the reflector via a slide-
latch mechanism.

In a further variation, the rear housing is coupled to the
reflector via a number of push latches that are pushed through
the center opening of the reflector. The rear housing further
comprises an outer shell that is coupled to both the reflector
and the base plate of the pole-mounting bracket.

In a further variation, the outer shell includes a number of
extruding studs that are inserted into a number ofholes on the
reflector via corresponding through holes on the base plate,
thereby serving as precision locator pins, accommodating for
tolerances in fabrication, and preventing slip between the
assembly joints.

In a variation on this embodiment, the reflector includes
one of: a parabolic dish and a parabolic grid.

In a variation on this embodiment, the back plate of the
pole-mounting bracket is coupled to a pole clamp for mount-
ing onto a pole, and the pole clamp is configured to rotate
within a predetermined range against a pivot point on the back
plate.

One embodiment of the present invention provides a pole-
mounted radio. The pole-mounted radio includes a wireless
receiver and/or transmitter circuit, an L-shaped pole-mount-
ing bracket for mounting the radio onto a pole, a reflector, and
a feed antenna. The pole-mounting bracket includes a back
plate coupled to the pole and a base plate. The reflector is
attached to the base plate of the pole-mounting bracket via a
slide latching mechanism. A center opening on the reflector is
aligned to a center opening on the base plate. The feed
antenna passes through center openings on the reflector and
the base plate. The feed antenna includes a feed tube that
houses the receiver and/or transmitter circuit and a supporting
housing that supports the feed tube. The supporting housing is
attached to the reflector via a number of push latches that are
pushed through the center openings on the reflector and the
base plate. The supporting housing further comprises a num-
ber of locator pins coupled to both the reflector and base plate,
and the locator pins accommodate fabrication tolerance and
act as a lock for the slide latching mechanism.

In a variation on this embodiment, the feed antenna further
includes a sub-reflector coupled to the receiver and/or trans-
mitter circuit.

Inavariation on this embodiment, a portion of the feed tube
is inserted into a center cavity on the supporting housing. The
portion ofthe feed tube includes an access window for access-
ing a data port on a printed circuit board (PCB) enclosed
within the feed tube.

In a further variation, the data port is an Ethernet port that
enables power over Ethernet.

In a variation on this embodiment, the reflector includes
one of: a parabolic dish and a parabolic grid.

In a further variation, if the reflector includes a parabolic
grid, the parabolic grid can be attached to the back plate of the
pole-mounting bracket in an orientation that includes one of:
a first orientation corresponding to a horizontal polarity, and
a second orientation corresponding to a vertical polarity.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE FIGURES

FIG. 1 presents an assembly view of an exemplary dish
antenna assembly, in accordance with an embodiment of the
present invention.
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FIG. 2A presents an assembly view of an exemplary feed-
antenna subassembly, in accordance with an embodiment of
the present invention.

FIG. 2B illustrates a detailed mechanical drawing of an
exemplary feed body, in accordance with an embodiment of
the present invention.

FIG. 3 illustrates a detailed mechanical drawing of an
exemplary dish reflector, in accordance with an embodiment
of the present invention.

FIG. 4A illustrates a detailed mechanical drawing of an
exemplary pole-mounting bracket, in accordance with an
embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 4B illustrates an exemplary pole clamp, in accordance
with an embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 5 illustrates a detailed mechanical drawing of an
exemplary rear housing, in accordance with an embodiment
of the present invention.

FIG. 6 presents a flowchart illustrating an exemplary pro-
cess of assembling a dish antenna assembly, in accordance
with an embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 7 presents an assembly view of an exemplary grid
antenna assembly, in accordance with an embodiment of the
present invention.

FIG. 8 illustrates the assembled grid antenna viewed from
different angles, in accordance with an embodiment of the
present invention.

In the figures, like reference numerals refer to the same
figure elements.

All dimensions marked in the figures are in millimeters.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The following description is presented to enable any per-
son skilled in the art to make and use the embodiments, and is
provided in the context of a particular application and its
requirements. Various modifications to the disclosed embodi-
ments will be readily apparent to those skilled in the art, and
the general principles defined herein may be applied to other
embodiments and applications without departing from the
spirit and scope of the present disclosure. Thus, the present
invention is not limited to the embodiments shown, but is to
be accorded the widest scope consistent with the principles
and features disclosed herein.

Overview

Embodiments of the present invention provide an easy-to-
install antenna assembly for a high-speed, long-range radio.
In one variation, the antenna assembly includes a highly
directive reflector, a feed-antenna subassembly that houses
electronic components of the radio and a sub-reflector, a rear
housing unit, and a pole-mounting bracket. The unique self-
locking design of the different components of the antenna
assembly allows a customer to install the radio system with-
out the need for special tools. The antenna assembly can
support radios operating at different frequencies. In one
variation, the highly directive reflector is a dish reflector. In an
additional variation, the highly directive reflector is a grid
reflector.

Dish Antenna Assembly

FIG. 1 presents an assembly view of an exemplary dish
antenna assembly, in accordance with an embodiment of the
present invention. In FIG. 1, dish antenna assembly 100
includes a feed-antenna subassembly 110, a dish reflector
120, a pole-mounting bracket 130, and a rear housing 140.

Feed-antenna subassembly 110 houses the electronic com-
ponents, including but not limited to transmitting and receiv-
ing circuits. In one variation, the transmitting and receiving
circuits, including filters, amplifiers, modulators, etc., are
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co-located on a single printed circuit board (PCB). Dish
reflector 120 is the main antenna reflector of the radio. If the
radio is transmitting, dish reflector 120 projects radio waves
to the air; if the radio is receiving, dish reflector 120 reflects
radio waves collected from the air to a sub-reflector. Pole-
mounting bracket 130 allows dish antenna assembly to be
mounted onto a pole. Rear housing 140 provides support to
feed-antenna subassembly 110 and locks dish reflector 120
onto pole-mounting bracket 130.

FIG. 2A presents an assembly view of an exemplary feed-
antenna subassembly, in accordance with an embodiment of
the present invention. In FIG. 2A, feed-antenna subassembly
110 includes a feed cap 112, a sub-reflector 114, a PCB 116,
a light divider 118, and a feed body 119. Feed cap 112 and
feed body 119 form an enclosed cavity and house sub-reflec-
tor 114 and PCB 116. PCB 116 includes electronics compo-
nents of the radio, which can include but are not limited to:
filters, amplifiers, modulators, demodulators, and network/
power interfaces, etc. In one variation, PCB 116 includes an
Ethernet interface that provides network connection and
power (via power over Ethernet (PoE)) to other radio com-
ponents on PCB 116. Sub-reflector 114 couples to the receiv-
ing and transmitting circuitry on PCB 116, and collects radio
waves from or reflects radio waves to dish reflector 120. Note
that feed body 119 is transparent to radio waves. Based on the
operating frequency, sub-reflector 114 may have different
shapes and sizes. In one variation, other components within
feed-antenna subassembly 110, such as feed cap 112 and feed
body 119, also vary in size and/or shape according to the
operating frequency of the radio. However, the way that feed
antenna subassembly 110 coupled to dish reflector 120 and
rear housing 140 remains the same. Note that the physical
closeness between sub-reflector 114 and other radio compo-
nents on PCB 116 not only ensures the radio being compact in
size, but also eliminates the need for an external cable to
connect the sub-reflector to other radio components, thus
obviating the need to tune antenna when transmitting.

FIG. 2B illustrates a detailed mechanical drawing of an
exemplary feed body, in accordance with an embodiment of
the present invention. More specifically, FIG. 2B provides
exemplary dimensions of the feed body. In the example
shown in FIG. 2B, all lengths are expressed in millimeters. In
one variation, the feed body is made of hard plastic material,
such as polyvinyl chloride (PVC).

In FIG. 2B, the top center drawing shows the top view of
the feed body. The middle center drawing shows the side view
of the feed body, and the bottom center drawing shows the
cross-sectional view of the feed body along the cutting plane
A-A. The right and left drawings are the front and back views
of the front opening of the feed body, respectively.

From FIG. 2B one can see that at the back end of the feed
body there is an opening 202 and a push latch 204. Opening
202 provides physical access to a port, such as an RJ48 port on
the PCB enclosed inside the feed body. In one variation, a user
can connect an Ethernet cable to the RJ48 port on the PCB,
thus providing network connection and power to components
on the PCB. Push latch 204 includes a portion that extrudes
out of the surface of the feed body. This extruded portion
latches to an opening in the rear housing, thus coupling the
feed body (and, therefore, the feed-antenna subassembly)
with the rear housing. In addition, an L.-shaped slit separating
push latch 204 from other portions of the feed body acts like
a spring, making it possible for push latch 204 to be pushed
inward by a person’s thumb or by the sidewall of the rear
housing.

FIG. 3 illustrates a detailed mechanical drawing of an
exemplary dish reflector, in accordance with an embodiment
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of the present invention. The center drawing provides a front
view of the dish reflector, the right-hand drawing provides a
side view of the dish reflector, and the bottom drawing pro-
vides a cross-sectional view of the dish reflector along cutting
plane A-A. InFIG. 3, all lengths are in millimeters and angles
are in degrees.

From FIG. 3, one can see that the dish reflector includes a
large center opening 302 and a number of slots 304-308.
Large center opening 302 is designed in such a way that
allows the back end of the feed body to go through large
center opening 302 to couple to the rear housing. Slots 304-
308 enable secure attachment of the pole-mounting bracket.
In one variation, a slot is shaped like a deformed L with the
back of the L. being wider and shorter than the back of a
normal L. Note that the inner and outer edges of slots are
aligned with latitude lines on the dish to enable rotation of
inserted latches. In one variation, the arc length of the base of
the L is at least twice that of the back of the L. Note that the
shape, size, location, and number of slots shown in FIG. 3 are
merely exemplary. In practice, the shape, size, location, and
number of the slots can vary. For example, a dish reflector
may include additional or fewer slots, or the slots may be
located along different latitude lines (in the example shown in
FIG. 3, all slots are located on a same latitude line), as long as
the slots enable latching between the pole-mounting bracket
and the dish reflector.

FIG. 4A illustrates a detailed mechanical drawing of an
exemplary pole-mounting bracket, in accordance with an
embodiment of the present invention. For durability con-
cerns, in one variation, pole-mounting bracket is made of a
metal material, such as aluminum or stainless steel.

In FIG. 4A, the top center drawing shows the front view
(looking into the back of the dish reflector in reference to FIG.
1) of the pole-mounting bracket. The bottom center drawing
shows the top view of the pole-mounting bracket, the right-
hand drawing shows the left view of the pole-mounting
bracket, and the left-hand drawing shows the cross-sectional
view of the pole-mounting bracket across cutting plane A-A.

Combined with the 3-D image of the pole-mounting
bracket shown in FIG. 1, one can see that the pole-mounting
bracket is an [.-shaped bracket. When assembled, the base of
the L is attached to the back surface of the dish reflector. FIG.
4A illustrates that the base of the pole-mounting bracket is
curved to match the curvature on the dish reflector.

From FIG. 4A, one can see that the base plate of the
pole-mounted bracket includes a large center opening 402,
and a number of latches 404-408. Note that, compare with the
large center opening on the dish reflector, large center open-
ing 402 has a similar shape and a larger size, thus allowing a
portion of the rear housing to extrude through large center
opening 402 to couple to the front side of the dish reflector.

The latches (such as latches 404, 406, and 408) on the base
plate of the pole-mounting bracket extrude out of the surface
of the base plate and tilt slightly toward the base plate. Each
latch is shaped as a deformed L. with a narrower back portion
and a wider base portion. The back of'the L. is attached to the
base plate at an angle. Moreover, the locations of the latches
correspond to the locations of slots (such as slots 304, 306,
and 308) on the dish reflector. In one variation, these latches
(which are made of metal) are non-bendable. When assem-
bling the antenna, a user can attach the base plate of the
pole-mounting bracket to the back of the dish reflector by
inserting the latches on the base plate into the L-shaped slots
on the dish reflector. More specifically, the latches can be
inserted into the slots through the wider portion of the slots
(the back of the L). The tilted angle and the wider base of the
extruded latches prevent these latches from being able to be

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

6

inserted into the slots through their narrower portion. After-
wards, the user can rotate the base plate of the pole-mounting
bracket against the dish reflector to let the latches (more
precisely, the narrower back portion of the L) slide into the
narrower portion of the slots. Once positioned in the narrower
portion of the slot, the wider base portion of a latch latches to
the front surface of the dish reflector, thus preventing the
pole-mounting bracket from being pulled away from the
reflector. To remove the pole-mounting bracket, a rotation is
needed to slide the latches out of the narrow portion of the
slots and into the wider portion of the slots on the dish reflec-
tor. Note that while attaching the pole-mounting bracket to
the reflector dish, one needs to make sure the center openings
on these two pieces are aligned.

FIG. 4A also illustrates that the back plate of the pole-
mounting bracket includes a round hole 410 and a curved slot
412. Round hole 410 and curved slot 412 enable coupling
between the pole-mounting bracket and a pole clamp via a
U-bolt. FIG. 4B illustrates an exemplary pole clamp, in accor-
dance with an embodiment of the present invention. The
left-hand drawing in FIG. 4B shows the pole clamp in 3-D,
and the right-hand drawing shows the side view of the pole
clamp.

From FIG. 4B, one can see that the pole clamp includes a
U-shaped clamp body 422 and a pair of jaws 424 and 426. The
U-shaped clamp body 422 further includes a clamp base 434
on one side of the U and a lance 436 on the other. Clamp base
434 supports jaws 424 and 426. On the other hand, lance 436
acts as a larger washer for to prevent fasteners (not shown in
the figure) from scraping paint of the back plate of the pole-
mounting bracket, which, once installed, is sandwiched
between clamp base 434 and lance 436, via the opening of the
U. Notethat such a design helps to maintain protections of the
pole-mounting bracket from corrosions in an outdoor envi-
ronment. A pair of through holes, holes 428 and 430, and a
through slot 432 penetrate both clamp base 434 and lance
436. The positions of through holes 428 and 430 correspond
to the positions of hole 410 and slot 412 on the back plate of
the pole-mounting bracket. A U-shaped bolt along with
matching nuts (not shown in the figure) can be used to couple
the pole clamp and the back plate of the pole-mounting with
the ends of the U going through holes 428 and 430 on the pole
clamp and corresponding slot 412 and hole 410 on the back
plate of the pole-mounting bracket. More specifically, one
end of the U-bolt passes through holes 410 and 430 and forms
a pivot point, and the other end of the U-bolt passes through
hole 430 and slot 412, making it possible for the pole clamp to
rotate along slot 412 against the pivot point. The bottom of the
U of the U-shaped bolt and jaws 424 and 426 form a ring-like
structure that can attach to the outer surface of a circular-
shaped pole. Note that jaws 424 and 426 include step-shaped
surfaces for better gripping onto the pole. Because the pole
clamp and the U-bolt are clamped onto the pole and form a
horizontal plane, the pole-mounting bracket can tilt relative to
this horizontal plane in a range that is defined by slot 412. The
position of slot 432 corresponds to the angle markings on the
back plate of the pole-mounting bracket, thus allowing a user
to see at what angle the pole-mounting bracket, and thus the
antenna, is mounted onto the pole.

FIG. 5 illustrates a detailed mechanical drawing of an
exemplary rear housing, in accordance with an embodiment
of the present invention. In one variation, the rear housing is
made of a hard plastic material, such as PVC. FIG. 5 shows
six different views of the rear housing, including the front
view (looking away from the back of the dish reflector in
reference to FIG. 1) of the rear housing (middle row, second
to the left); the bottom view (top row); the top view (bottom
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row); the right-side view (middle row, far left); the left-side
view (middle row, second to the right); and the rear view
(middle row, far right) of the rear housing.

From FIG. 5, one can see that the rear housing includes a
center cavity 502. The size and shape of center cavity 502
correspond to the back end of the feed body, thus allowing the
feed-antenna subassembly to be inserted and snugly fitted
into center cavity 502. The sidewall of center cavity 502
includes a small opening 504 and large opening 506. The
location and size of small opening 504 correspond to push
latch 204 located on the feed body. When the feed body is
inserted into center cavity 502, push latch 204 is pushed into
small opening 504 and latches to the sidewall of center cavity
502, thus enabling secure coupling between the feed-antenna
subassembly and the rear housing. To decouple the feed-
antenna subassembly and the rear housing, one can apply an
inward force on push latch 204 via small opening 504 while
pulling the feed-antenna subassembly away from the rear
housing. Note that the sidewall of center cavity 502 may also
include a number of slots that fit a number of extrusions on the
feed body, thus ensuring better fitting and coupling between
the back end of the feed body and center cavity 502.

The location of large opening 506 on sidewall of center
cavity 502 corresponds to the location of opening 202 on the
feed body, thus allowing physical access to the network/
power port on the PCB enclosed in the feed-antenna subas-
sembly. In one variation, the rear housing also includes a side
cover that fits to slot 508 and covers small opening 504 and
large opening 506 while allowing a cable to couple to the
RJ48 port on the PCB.

In addition to housing the back end of the feed-antenna
subassembly, the rear housing also provides support to the
feed-antenna subassembly by attaching itself securely to the
dish reflector. In addition, the attachment of the rear housing
also locks the coupling between the dish reflector and the
pole-mounting bracket. More specifically, the coupling
between the rear housing and the dish reflector is provided by
a number of push latches, including push latches 512, 514,
and 516. Note that a respective push latch, such as push latch
512, can be formed by cutting trenches on both sides of a
small rectangular portion of the sidewall of center cavity 502,
separating that rectangular portion from the rest of the side-
wall. Each latch also has a tapered front end. When assem-
bling the antenna, one can push the sidewall of center cavity
502 through the center openings on the pole-mounting
bracket and the dish reflector (note that the pole-mounting
bracket is attached to the dish reflector with latches on the
pole-mounting bracket slid into the narrow base portions of
L-shaped slots on the dish reflector). Because the shape and
size of the center opening on the dish reflector match the
shape and size of sidewalls of center cavity, once pushed in,
push latches 512-516 latch to the edge of the center opening
on the dish reflector, thus attaching the rear housing to the
dish reflector. Note that outer shell 510 ofthe rear housing has
a curved surface that matches the contour of the backside of
the dish reflector and the base plate of the pole-mounting
bracket. Also note that the height of outer shell 510 is
designed to be lower than the height of the sidewall of center
cavity 502. In one variation, the height difference is deter-
mined by the thickness of the base plate of the pole-mounting
bracket and the thickness of the dish reflector. Hence, when
the rear housing is pushed against the backside of the dish
reflector, the extruded portion of the center cavity sidewall
can be pushed though the center openings of both the pole-
mounting bracket and the dish reflector, with latches 512-516
latching to the edges of the center opening on the dish reflec-
tor, and outer shell 510 pushed to fit snugly against the back
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surface of the base plate of the pole-mounting bracket. One
can refer to FIG. 1 for the relative positions of the dish
reflector, the pole-mounting bracket, and the rear housing. As
one can see, the base plate of the pole-mounting bracket is
sandwiched between the dish reflector and the rear housing.

Outer shell 510 also includes two extruding circular studs
522 and 524. When pushed against the backside of the dish
reflector, circular studs 522 and 524 fit into corresponding
holes situated on the base plate of the pole-mounting bracket
and holes situated on the dish reflector. Note that once circular
studs 522 and 524 are inserted into holes on the base plate of
the pole-mounting bracket and holes on the dish reflector, any
rotation of the pole-mounting bracket relative to the dish
reflector is prevented. In other words, circular studs 522 and
524 can serve as precision locator pins, which prevent any
possible slip between the assembly joints, such as a slip
between the dish reflector and the base plate. Another func-
tion of circular studs 522 and 524 is to accommodate for
tolerances in the fabrication of the different antenna compo-
nents. The non-circular shape of the center openings and
center cavity 502 also help prevent possible slips between the
dish reflector and the base plate of the pole-mounting bracket.
Hence, the attachment of the rear housing to the dish reflector
via push latches 512-516 serves an additional purpose of
locking the pole-mounting bracket to the dish reflector. As a
result, one needs to remove the rear housing before decou-
pling the pole-mounting bracket and the dish reflector. Note
that one can remove the attached rear housing from the dish
reflector by simultaneously pushing all push latches (includ-
ing push latches 512-516) while pulling the rear housing
away from the dish reflector.

FIG. 6 presents a flowchart illustrating an exemplary pro-
cess of assembling a dish antenna assembly, in accordance
with an embodiment of the present invention. When assem-
bling the dish antenna, the user first mounts the pole-mount-
ing bracket onto the backside of the dish reflector (operation
602). In one embodiment, the latches that extrude out of the
surface of the base plate of the pole-mounting bracket are
inserted into [.-shaped slots on the bottom of the dish reflec-
tor, and the base plate is then rotated along the slot to allow the
narrow back portion of the latches to slide into the narrow
portion of the L-shaped slots.

Subsequently, the user can attach the rear housing to the
dish reflector (operation 604). In one variation, the rear hous-
ing is attached to the dish reflector by a number of push
latches that are pushed through center openings on both the
dish reflector and the base plate of the pole-mounting bracket.
The push latches latch to the edge of the center opening on the
dish reflector. Note that the number and location of the push
latches may be different from the example shown in FIG. 5. In
addition, a pair of studs on the outer shell of the rear housing
is pushed into corresponding holes on both the dish reflector
and the base plate, thus locking the relative positions of the
base plate and the dish reflector. As a result, one needs to
remove the rear housing before decoupling the base plate and
the dish reflector.

Once the rear housing is attached to the dish reflector, the
user can insert the back end of the feed-antenna subassembly
into the center cavity of the rear housing (operation 606).
Note that a push latch can be used to securely attach the
feed-antenna subassembly to the rear housing. A user can
then connect a cable, such as an Ethernet cable, to the net-
work/power port (which can include an RJ48 connector) on
the PCB housed within the feed-antenna subassembly (opera-
tion 608). In one variation, the network/power port is acces-
sible via openings on both the feed body and the rear housing.
After attaching the cable, the user can put the side cover of the
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rear housing in place (operation 610), and the dish antenna is
ready to be mounted onto a pole. Note that the assembly
process includes simple inserting and clicking operations. A
user can perform these operations without the need for any
tools. The dissembly process involves detaching the push
latches and can also be performed without using any tools.
Grid Antenna Assembly

In addition to a dish reflector, it is also possible to use other
types of reflectors, such as a wire grid-type parabolic reflec-
tor. In some embodiments, the assembly of a grid-type
antenna is similar to the dish antenna with the exception that
the grid antenna assembly can be assembled into two different
orientations for the two polarization modes, horizontal or
vertical. FIG. 7 presents an assembly view of an exemplary
grid antenna assembly, in accordance with an embodiment of
the present invention. In FIG. 7, grid antenna assembly 700
includes a feed-antenna subassembly 710, a grid reflector
720, a pole-mounting bracket 730, an optional extension tube
740, and a rear housing 750.

The structure of feed-antenna subassembly 710 is similar
to that of the feed-antenna subassembly in the dish antenna,
except that the size and shape of feed-antenna subassembly
710 are carefully designed to work with grid reflector 720. In
addition, depending on the operating frequency, a user can
choose feed-antenna subassemblies with different sizes and
shapes. These different types of feed-antenna subassemblies
are designed to fit into rear housing 750 and/or extension tube
740.

Grid reflector 720 includes a grill of parallel wires. When
the wires are oriented horizontally, a horizontal polarization
is achieved; when the wires are oriented vertically, a vertical
polarization is achieved. Note that the polarization of a grid
antenna needs to match the orientation of its corresponding
device (horizontal to horizontal, vertical to vertical). For
example, if the transmitting device has a horizontal polariza-
tion, the receiving antenna needs to be oriented so that it has
a horizontal polarization as well.

Pole-mounting bracket 730 also has a similar structure to
that of the pole-mounting bracket in the dish antenna assem-
bly. A slide latch mechanism can be used to attach the base
plate of pole-mounting bracket 730 onto grid reflector 720.
More specifically, grid reflector 720 includes a mounting
bracket having a number of slide bars, and the base plate of
pole-mounting bracket 730 includes a number of latches that
match the slide bars. A user can slide the base plate of pole-
mounting bracket 730 against the mounting bracket on grid
reflector 720 to attach pole-mounting bracket 730 to grid
reflector 720.

After pole-mounting bracket 730 has been attached to grid
reflector 720, rear housing 750 is snapped into place on the
mounting bracket of grid reflector 720. Rear housing 750 is
similar to the rear housing in the dish antenna assembly. In
one variation, a number of push latches on rear housing 750
latch to the edge of a center opening on the mounting bracket
of grid reflector 720 when these push latches are pushed
through such a center opening. Once in place, rear housing
750 not only securely attaches to grid reflector 720, but also
locks the base plate of pole-mounting bracket 730 to the
mounting bracket on grid reflector 720. More specifically, the
attachment of rear housing 750 to the mounting bracket on
grid reflector 720 prevents the base plate of pole-mounting
bracket 730 from sliding off the mounting bracket on grid
reflector 720. To decouple pole-mounting bracket 730 and
grid reflector 720, one needs to first remove rear housing 750.
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Rear housing 750 includes a center cavity that houses
feed-antenna subassembly 710. Optionally, an extension tube
740 is used for coupling feed-antenna subassembly 710 and
rear housing 750. When the radio is operating at a certain
frequency band, extension tube 740 provides additional dis-
tance needed between the sub-reflector in feed-antenna sub-
assembly 710 and grid reflector 720. When extension tube
740 is needed, it is inserted into rear housing 750, and the
back end of feed-antenna subassembly 710 is inserted into
extension tube 740. Otherwise, the back end of feed-antenna
subassembly 710 is directly inserted into rear housing 750.
Similarly to the dish antenna system, push latches can be used
to couple feed-antenna subassembly 710 to rear housing 750
or extension tube 740.

FIG. 8 illustrates the assembled grid antenna viewed from
different angles, in accordance with an embodiment of the
present invention. The middle drawing in the center row
illustrates the back view of the grid antenna. The middle
drawings in the top and bottom rows illustrate the top and
bottom views of the grid antenna, respectively. The left-hand
and right-hand drawings in the middle row illustrate the right-
side and left-side views of the grid antenna, respectively. The
left-hand and right-hand drawings in the top row are isometric
views of the grid antenna.

Note that although the grid antenna assembly has a differ-
ent shape and dimensions compared with the dish antenna
assembly, the basic design principle for these two antenna
systems is similar. Both systems provide a high-speed, long-
range radio that can be used for wireless communication.
Various electronic components of the radio system are placed
onto a single PCB and the PCB is enclosed in the feed-
antenna subassembly. Such a design not only ensures the
radio being compact in size, but also eliminates the need for
an external cable that connects the sub-reflector and other
radio components. The various components, including the
reflector, the feed-antenna subassembly, the pole-mounting
bracket, and the rear housing, are assembled in such a way
that no special hardware is needed. The push latch mecha-
nisms that are used to couple the components together can be
manipulated easily by hand. Moreover, the rear housing
includes a locking mechanism that can lock the coupling
between the pole-mounting bracket and the reflector. Such a
locking mechanism is activated when the rear housing is
latched onto the reflector, and can only be deactivated by
removing the rear housing.

The foregoing descriptions of various embodiments have
been presented only for purposes of illustration and descrip-
tion. They are not intended to be exhaustive or to limit the
present invention to the forms disclosed. Accordingly, many
modifications and variations will be apparent to practitioners
skilled in the art. Additionally, the above disclosure is not
intended to limit the present invention.

What is claimed is:

1. An antenna assembly, comprising:

a reflector comprising a center opening;

a feed-antenna subassembly situated in front of the reflec-
tor, wherein the feed-antenna subassembly comprises a
feed tube that houses at least one of: a transmitter circuit
and a receiver circuit;

a rear housing situated behind the reflector, wherein the
rear housing is coupled to a front side of the reflector via
the center opening, wherein the rear housing comprises
a center cavity, and wherein a back end of the feed tube
can be inserted in and coupled to the center cavity; and

a pole-mounting bracket comprising a base plate and a
back plate, wherein the base plate is situated between the
reflector and the rear housing, and wherein the base plate
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can be coupled to the reflector and the rear housing in
such a way that decoupling between the base plate the
reflector requires a prior decoupling between the feed-
antenna subassembly and the rear housing and a prior
decoupling between the rear housing and the reflector.

2. The antenna assembly of claim 1, wherein the feed-
antenna subassembly further comprises a sub-reflector
coupled to at least one of: the transmitter circuit and the
receiver circuit.

3. The antenna assembly of claim 1, wherein the at least
one of the transmitter circuit and the receiver circuit is located
ona printed circuit board (PCB), and wherein the PCB further
comprises a data port that is physically accessible via a win-
dow on the feed tube and a corresponding window on the rear
housing.

4. The antenna assembly of claim 3, wherein the data port
is an Ethernet port, and wherein the Ethernet port allows
power over Ethernet.

5. The antenna assembly of claim 1, wherein the feed tube
is coupled to the center cavity of the rear housing via a push
latch.

6. The antenna assembly of claim 1, wherein the base plate
of the pole-mounting bracket can be coupled to the reflector
via a slide-latch mechanism.

7. The antenna assembly of claim 6, wherein the rear hous-
ing can be coupled to the reflector via a number of push
latches that can be pushed through the center opening of the
reflector, and wherein the rear housing further comprises an
outer shell that is coupled to both the reflector and the base
plate of the pole-mounting bracket.

8. The antenna assembly of claim 7, wherein the outer shell
includes a number of extruding studs that are inserted into a
number of holes on the reflector via corresponding through
holes on the base plate, thereby serving as precision locator
pins, accommodating for tolerances in fabrication, and pre-
venting slips between the reflector and the base plate.

9. The antenna assembly of claim 1, wherein the reflector
includes one of: a parabolic dish and a parabolic grid.

10. The antenna assembly of claim 1, wherein the back
plate of the pole-mounting bracket can be coupled to a pole
clamp for mounting onto a pole, and wherein the pole clamp
can be rotated within a predetermined range against a pivot
point on the back plate.

11. A method for assembling an antenna assembly, com-
prising:

attaching a base plate of a pole-mounting bracket to a

backside of a reflector;

attaching a rear housing comprising a center cavity and an

outer shell to the reflector by pushing a rim of the center
cavity through a center opening on the base plate and a
corresponding center opening on the reflector to allow a
number of push latches located on the rim of the center
cavity to latch onto a front side of the reflector, wherein
attaching the rear housing to the reflector further locks
the base plate to the reflector, thereby preventing the
base plate from being removed from the reflector before
the rear housing is removed; and

inserting a back end of a feed-antenna subassembly into the

center cavity of the rear housing, wherein the feed-an-
tenna subassembly comprises a feed tube that houses at
least one of’ a transmitter circuit and a receiver circuit.

12. The method of claim 11, wherein the feed-antenna
subassembly further comprises a sub-reflector coupled to at
least one of: the transmitter circuit and the receiver circuit.
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13. The method of claim 11, further comprising coupling a
cable, via a window on the feed tube and a corresponding
window on the rear housing, to a data port on a printed circuit
board (PCB) housed inside the feed tube, and wherein the
PCB comprises the at least one of the transmitter circuit and
the receiver circuit.

14. The method of claim 13, wherein the data port is an
Ethernet port, and wherein the Ethernet port allows power
over Ethernet.

15. The method of claim 11, wherein inserting the back end
of'a feed-antenna subassembly into the center cavity involves
latching a push latch located on the back end of the feed-
antenna subassembly to a sidewall of the center cavity.

16. The method of claim 11, wherein attaching the base
plate of a pole-mounting bracket to the backside of a reflector
involves engaging a slide-latch mechanism.

17. The method of claim 16, wherein the outer shell further
includes a number of extruding studs that are inserted into a
number of holes on the reflector via corresponding through
holes on the base plate, thereby serving as precision locator
pins, accommodating for tolerances in fabrication, and pre-
venting slips between the reflector and the base plate.

18. The method of claim 11, wherein the reflector includes
one of: a parabolic dish and a parabolic grid.

19. The method of claim 11, further comprising coupling
the back plate of the pole-mounting bracket to a pole clamp,
and wherein the pole clamp can be rotated within a predeter-
mined range against a pivot point on the back plate.

20. A pole-mounted radio, comprising:

a wireless receiver and/or transmitter circuit;

an L-shaped pole-mounting bracket for mounting the radio
on a pole, wherein the pole-mounting bracket includes a
back plate coupled to the pole and a base plate;

a reflector attached to the base plate of the pole-mounting
bracket via a slide latching mechanism, wherein a center
opening on the reflector is aligned to a center opening on
the base plate; and

a feed antenna that passes through center openings on the
reflector and the base plate, wherein the feed antenna
includes a feed tube that houses the receiver and/or
transmitter circuit and a supporting housing that sup-
ports the feed tube, wherein the supporting housing is
attached to the reflector via a number of push latches that
are pushed through the center openings on the reflector
and the base plate, wherein the supporting housing fur-
ther comprises a number of locator pins coupled to both
the reflector and the base plate, and wherein the locator
pins accommodate fabrication tolerance and act as a
lock for the slide latching mechanism.

21. The pole-mounted radio of claim 20, wherein the feed
antenna further comprises a sub-reflector coupled to the
receiver and/or transmitter circuit.

22. The pole-mounted radio of claim 20, wherein a portion
of'the feed tube is inserted into a center cavity on the support-
ing housing, wherein the portion of the feed tube includes an
access window for accessing a data port on a printed circuit
board (PCB) enclosed within the feed tube.

23. The pole-mounted radio of claim 22, wherein the data
port is an Ethernet port that enables power over Ethernet.

24. The pole-mounted radio of claim 20, wherein the
reflector includes one of: a parabolic dish and a parabolic
grid.

25. The pole-mounted radio of claim 24, wherein if the
reflector includes a parabolic grid, the parabolic grid can be
attached to the back plate of the pole-mounting bracket in an
orientation that includes one of: a first orientation corre-
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sponding to a horizontal polarity, and a second orientation
corresponding to a vertical polarity.
26. A method for assembling a pole-mounted radio, com-
prising:
attaching an antenna reflector to a base plate of a pole-
mounting bracket, wherein attaching the antenna reflec-
tor to the base plate involves:
aligning a center opening on the antenna reflector to a
center opening on the base plate, and
engaging a slide latching mechanism;
attaching a feed antenna to the antenna reflector, wherein
the feed antenna includes a feed tube and a supporting
housing that supports the feed tube, wherein attaching a
feed antenna to the antenna reflector involves:
attaching the supporting housing to the antenna reflector
by pushing a number of push latches through the
center openings on the antenna reflector and the base
plate;
aligning and inserting a number of locator pins into
corresponding holes on both the antenna reflector and
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the base plate, wherein the locator pins accommodate
fabrication tolerance and act as a lock for the slide
latching mechanism; and

inserting the feed tube into a center cavity within the
supporting housing.

27. The method of claim 26, further comprising:

inserting a printed circuit board (PCB) into the feed tube,

wherein the PCB includes at least one of: a transmitter
circuit and a receiver circuit.

28. The method of claim 27, further comprising attaching a
cable to an Ethernet port on the PCB via a window on the feed
tube, wherein the Ethernet port enables power over Ethernet.

29. The method of claim 26, the antenna reflector includes
one of: a parabolic dish and a parabolic grid.

30. The method of claim 29, wherein if the antenna reflec-
tor includes a parabolic grid, the method further comprising
aligning the parabolic grid to obtain one of: a horizontal
polarity, and a vertical polarity.
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